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Two Hardaway baseball players sign with junior colleges

By CHRIS WHITE - cwhite@ledger- enquirer.com 
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The Hardaway baseball program sent a pair of players to the next level Friday when senior outfielders D’Anre Toney and Patrick Curley signed to play at community colleges.

Toney signed with Gulf Coast Community College in Panama City, Fla., and Curley signed with Jefferson State Community College in Birmingham, Ala.

Hardaway coach Tracy Powell said each was deserving of a college offer and expected them to perform well. 

“Of course both of them have been blessed with athletic abilities, but they also have good work habits and are good leaders,” Powell said. “I think they’ll do well and be able to go on to the next level past the community college ranks.”

Toney batted .397 with 12 extra-base hits and five home runs and was 22-for-23 in stealing bases last season for Hardaway. He said he was looking forward to developing his game and transferring to a four-year school when he is finished at GCCC.

“I feel like all the coaches there are going to work me hard to get me ready to play at the next level,” Toney said. “And why wouldn’t I want to go play the sport I love in Panama City?”

Curley batted .300 last season with six extra-base hits and a home run. He said getting the signing out of the way before the start of the season meant one less distraction during his senior campaign.

“It feels very good,” Curley said. “I don’t have to worry about colleges during my senior year. It gets it off my mind.”

Both players have progressed steadily since they came to the Hawks varsity squad three years ago, Powell said.

“They’ve grown a tremendous amount in a baseball sense, and also in maturity,” Powell said. “They’ve developed to where they should have no problem being successful at the college level as people and ball players.” 
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